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Right to Amend 

The Administration, in conjunction with the Hoven School Board reserves the right to amend this plan at any time during 

the school year.  Parents/Guardians will be informed about any amendments that are adopted.  It is important that this 

plan remain a fluid and changing document as more is known about COVID-19 and other infectious diseases.  

 

Elastic Clause 
  

It is understood that this plan cannot cover the myriad of events that may arise.  In the case a situation is not covered in 

the plan, the Superintendent will deal with situations in the best interests of the school district, the staff, the students, 

and in accordance with State, and Federal Laws.  The Superintendent will also act accordingly and in compliance with 

recommendations from the South Dakota Department of Health as well as the Governor of South Dakota.   
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South Dakota Department of Education Statements 

SDDOE Starting Well 2020 Statements 

SDDOE maintains the below assumptions: 

 Schools will provide instruction in the fall and throughout the 2020-21 school year. 

 COVID-19 will continue to spread, with or without a vaccine, through the next school year. 

 Schools can take practical steps to mitigate spread of the virus while continuing to focus on student 

learning. 

 Each district will make decisions based on scientific information at the time, current status of virus 

spread in and around the school community, and best interests of staff, students, and families. 

 Recommendations from the SDDOE does not constitute a legal guide. 

Decision-making should be based on what we know to be true about COVID-19, knowing that our 

understanding of the virus will continue to evolve: 

 The rate of infection and the mortality rate of COVID-19 is higher than that of influenza. 

 There are no known reliable therapeutics or vaccines for COVID-19. 

 These two factors combine to necessitate mitigation strategies beyond what a school would put in 

place for seasonal influenza. 

 Asymptomatic individuals are infectious, though not to the same degree as those displaying 

symptoms. 

 Children are carriers and are susceptible to the virus. Yet there are different levels of susceptibility 

throughout the population. 

 Measures such as social distancing and masks in confined spaces help reduce transmission. 

 It is not known: 

o If you have had COVID-19, whether and when you could get it again. 

o Whether seasonality affects COVID-19. 

o How much higher the infection rate of COVID-19 is than influenza. 

SDDOE expectations for schools: 

 Schools will continue to be a safe environment for students, focusing on both social-emotional and 

physical health. Local decisions will be rooted in what is best for students. 

 Schools will take reasonable steps within the context of COVID-19 spread in the community to 

protect the school community. National guidelines, while helpful to provide a context, are only a 

guide. SDDOE expects school leaders to make reasoned judgments to limit the spread but still 

provide for continuity of learning. 

 Every student will have the opportunity to engage in a full year of learning, irrespective of the 

spread of COVID-19 in a community. 

 School leaders will work transparently with their school boards, staff, and community to 

communicate decisions and the underlying assumptions guiding those decisions. 

 School leaders will need to make difficult decisions to ensure the health – both mental and physical 

– of their entire school community. 
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Hoven School District 53-2 Statements 

 The Hoven School District 53-2, known throughout this document as “district” maintains the following positions 

in response to a return of staff and students to school for the start of the 2020-2021 school year: 

 The district is aware that Potter County in accordance with South Dakota Department of Health data tracking 

has only had one confirmed case of COVID-19 since March 2020 when schools and businesses closed for 

COVID-19 concerns.  The first case was reported on July 23, 2020.   

 The district will develop a three level system that will determine what strategies and efforts the district will 

take based on community spread and school staff and student transmission of COVID-19. 

 The district understands that our small school size allows planning for greater school decision making 

flexibility that other schools in our area may not have.  Due to our small school population, social distancing 

and other mitigation strategies of the virus can be addressed with greater ability then in schools that are 

larger in size. 

 The district believes that it is necessary to provide our students with as much “normalcy” as possible in the 

education setting, while at the same time balancing the need to take preventative measures to reduce the 

spread of COVID-19. 

 The district believes that the greatest factor to consider regarding the measures that need to be taken or as 

recommended by the SDDOH or CDC is directly correlated with the amount of positive cases and community 

spread of COVID-19 in Potter County, school district boundaries, and in relationship to our sports 

cooperative. 

 The district understands and wants the public to be informed that guidance from the SDDOH and CDC are 

merely “recommendations” and that the decisions the district makes at the local level will be based on 

situations and circumstances that are unique to our individual district, surrounding counties, and neighboring 

communities.  

 The district is committed and will develop routines and policies that encourage students to practice good 

hygiene including proper hand washing, cleaning of surfaces, covering coughs and sneezes using your elbow 

or with a tissue and proper disposal, avoiding touching of a person’s mouth and nose, social distancing of six 

(6) feet when possible, the use of face coverings and facemasks when necessary and where feasible, and 

staying home when you are sick.  

 The district supports a staff member or student’s decision to wear a mask or face covering if they choose to 

do so.  This freedom will not be restricted, politicized, or disciplined to allow individual choice to protect 

one’s own health and peace of mind.  Organizations such as the CDC, SDDOH, and the South Dakota State 

Medical Association all strongly encourage the use of Face Covering for all individuals older than 2 years old.   

 The district will increase the cleaning of high touch surfaces and provide guidelines for custodians and staff 

for what surfaces should be cleaned on a daily basis to prevent the spread of COVID-19. 

 The district supports guidance from the CDC that for most people, the immediate risk of becoming seriously 

ill from the COVID-19 virus is thought to be low and that older adults and people of any age who have serious 

underlying health medical conditions may be at higher risk for more serious complications from COVID-19. 

 The district feels that any disagreements or concerns that arise regarding COVID-19 for employees, families, 

or students should best be addressed in open dialogue with the school board and administration in good 

faith and with opportunity for all parties to develop mutual agreement regarding the best way to maintain 

focus on doing what is best for our students.  Our goal should always be to finding solutions to continue 

providing our students a world-class education to prepare them for their futures outside the walls of the 

Hoven School District 53-2.  
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Working with the SD Department of Health 

The South Dakota Department of Health (SDDOH) will work with school districts to provide data at a level to inform 

decision making, in line with appropriate privacy protections.  Staff, students, parents and community should use the 

SDDOH website https://doh.sd.gov/news/Coronavirus.aspx to stay informed on trends in data of COVID-19 as well as 

pertinent information for all families to use for maintaining good health and hygiene as necessary.  

 

Communicating Individual Positive Infection Cases 

Following the identification of a positive COVID-19 infection of a student or staff member within a school 

community the below communication chain will be implemented: 

 

If staff or a student within a school community tests positive for COVID-19, SDDOH and SDDOE will: 

 Work with school officials to determine the level of exposure of other students and staff, depending on what 

level of close contacts the individual would likely have had. This will vary, for example, depending on the age 

of the student or the number of classes a teacher has. 

 Recommend appropriate steps to take to accommodate cleaning, quarantine, etc., as necessary, 

depending on the level of exposure risk to the school community. 

If there are no active cases within a school community, school officials should rely on SDDOH data to drive 

decision making regarding levels of opening. 
 

 

https://doh.sd.gov/news/Coronavirus.aspx
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CDC Recommendation School Decision Tree 

The purpose of the School Decision Tree below is to assist school districts in knowing what potential steps to take for 
mitigation and notifications regarding K-12 schools with confirmed COVID-19 cases. The school district will also communicate 
with state and local health officials and other partners to determine the most appropriate actions while adjusting to meet 
the unique needs and circumstances of the local community. 
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COVID-19 Mitigation in Schools 

The following graphic was developed in collaboration between the South Dakota Department of Education (SDDOE) and the 

South Dakota Department of Health.  This graphic serves as a model for all school districts in South Dakota to follow in regard to 

how mitigation strategies will be handled regarding community spread of COVID-19 and scenarios that impact cases of the virus 

in school buildings. In relationship, the Hoven School District 53-2 will align its response efforts in accordance with the table 

below.  

SDDOH and SDDOE Mitigation Level Hoven School District Mitigation Level 

NO CASES IN BUILDING           
GREEN 

Level 1—GREEN-- No laboratory-confirmed cases of COVID-19 in the 
last 14 days in the district, and no reported increase in the number of 
cases over the last 14 days as determined within the school district 
community.  This would also be cross-correlated with no to minimal 
community transmission of COVID-19 by the CDC.  

ISOLATED CASES IN BUILDING  
YELLOW 

Level 2—YELLOW-- Minimal to moderate level of community 
transmission within the district during the last 14 days as determined 
within the school district community.  This would be cross-correlated 
with minimal to moderate community transmission of COVID-19 by the 
CDC.  This level can be further elevated to include substantial 
controlled transmission, which limits mixing of student and staff 
groups.   

SUBSTANTIAL CASES IN BUILDING 
RED 

Level 3—RED—Substantial and uncontrolled transmission level of 
community transmission: Outbreaks or increases in cases and recent 
laboratory-confirmed cases of COVID-19 as determined by the school 
community. 
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SDDOH and SDDOE COVID-19 School Scenarios 
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District and Classroom Response—LEVEL 1 GREEN 

The following will serve as our guidance for the district’s response for virus prevention at LEVEL 1 GREEN, 
which indicates there is no to minimal community transmission of COVID-19.   
 

LEVEL 1  GREEN—No To Minimal Community Transmission 
Level 1—GREEN-- No laboratory-confirmed cases of COVID-19 in the last 14 days in the district, and no reported 
increase in the number of cases over the last 14 days as determined within the school district community.  This 
would also be cross-correlated with no to minimal community transmission of COVID-19 by the CDC. 

SCHOOL DISTRICT PROTOCOLS CLASSROOM LEVEL PROTOCOLS 

 Frequent handwashing will be encouraged and hand 
sanitizer will be placed at each entrance. 
Handwashing must occur before and after recess, 
anytime using the bathroom, and before and after 
lunch 
 

 Staff and students should not touch their mouth, 
face, or nose with unwashed hands 
 

 Staff and students will practice good cough and 
sneeze etiquette using tissues or elbows to reduce 
the aerosol spread.  Tissues will be disposed of 
immediately and hands will be washed before 
returning to school activities.  
 
 

 Daily temperature screenings will be conducted at 
home by parents.  No staff member or student 
should attend school with a temp of 100.4 F and 
above.    
 

 Posters will be placed throughout the building in 
bathrooms showing proper handwashing  
 

 Custodial sanitization efforts will be increased across 
the district to include the daily cleaning of 
bathrooms, frequent spot checks, and cleaning of all 
high touch surfaces 
 

 Social distancing practices will be implemented for 
the Elementary and Secondary where feasible and 
where it is reasonable to do so during lunch, recess, 
and assemblies 

 

 Continue to monitor school and public health 
indicators and adjust strategies to mitigate 
community spread. 

  

 Accommodate needs of children and families at high 
risk, including supports for at-home learning. 
 

 Lunch held in the cafeteria and students dismissed 
one table at a time. Elementary will split lunch K-2 & 
3-6, Secondary 7th and 8th sit at own tables, 9-12 is 
allowed to mix at tables 
 

 Masks and Faceshields are optional for students, 
staff, and subs 

 

 Frequent handwashing will be encouraged 
and hand sanitizer will be placed in every 
classroom.  
 

 Hand washing or sanitizing will take place 
between transitions in and out of the 
classroom as well as in and out of the 
building at recess 
 

 Staff and students should not touch their 
mouth, face, or nose with unwashed hands 
 

 Staff and students will practice good cough 
and sneeze etiquette using tissues or 
elbows to reduce the aerosol spread.  
Tissues will be disposed of immediately 
and hands will be washed before returning 
to school activities.  
 

 Temperature screenings may take place in 
the classroom if a staff member believes 
that a student is running a fever prior to 
office referral 
 

 Staff and students should bring their own 
water bottles to refill during the day.  
Communal use of water fountains will not 
be allowed except for bottle refills.  Bottles 
should be washed daily. 
 

 Classroom sharing of supplies will be 
limited and shared supplies will be 
encouraged to be cleaned as needed 
 

 Staff will clean desks at the end of each day 
to ready the classroom for a clean 
environment the next day 
 

 Social distancing practices will be 
implemented in all classrooms where 
feasible and where it is reasonable without 
any unnecessary interruption to the 
learning process 
 

 Masks and Faceshields are optional for 
staff, students, and subs 
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District and Classroom Response —LEVEL 2 YELLOW 

The following will serve as our guidance for the district’s response for virus prevention at LEVEL 2 YELLOW, 
which indicates there is minimal to moderate community transmission of COVID-19.   
  

LEVEL 2  YELLOW—Minimal to Moderate Community Transmission 
Level 2—YELLOW-- Minimal to moderate level of community transmission within the district during the last 14 days as 
determined within the school district community.  This would be cross-correlated with minimal to moderate community 
transmission of COVID-19 by the CDC.  This level can be further elevated to include substantial controlled transmission, 
which limits mixing of student and staff groups.   

SCHOOL DISTRICT PROTOCOLS CLASSROOM LEVEL PROTOCOLS 

 Frequent handwashing will be encouraged and hand 
sanitizer will be placed at each entrance. Handwashing 
must occur before and after recess, anytime using the 
bathroom, and before and after lunch 
 

 Staff and students should not touch their mouth, face, or 
nose with unwashed hands 
 

 Staff and students will practice good cough and sneeze 
etiquette using tissues or elbows to reduce the aerosol 
spread.  Tissues will be disposed of immediately and 
hands will be washed before returning to school 
activities.  
 
 

 Daily temperature screenings are MANDATORY for 
parents and staff to conduct prior to coming to school.  
No staff member or student should come to school with 
a temp of 100.4 F and above.     

 Daily temperature screenings will also take place by 
school staff for all students once in the morning and 
once in the afternoon in the Elementary and Secondary.  
 

 Posters will be placed throughout the building in 
bathrooms showing proper handwashing  
 

 Custodial sanitization efforts will be further increased 
across the district to include the daily cleaning of 
bathrooms, frequent spot checks, and cleaning of all 
high touch surfaces 
 

 Social distancing practices will be STRICTLY ENFORCED  
and mitigation strategies across the district are 
encouraged 
 

 Masks and/or Faceshields will be required for all K-12 
staff, students, parents, and visitors in common areas of 
the school, unless social distancing of six (6) feet or 
greater can be adhered to 

 

 Continue to monitor school and public health indicators 
and adjust strategies to mitigate community spread. 

  

 Accommodate needs of children and families at high 
risk, including supports for at-home learning. 
 

 Lunch held in the cafeteria and students dismissed one 
table at a time. SEATING CHARTS ARE REQUIRED 
Elementary will split lunch K-2 & 3-6, Secondary will use 
Cafeteria Service and Classroom Dining, Staggered Meal 
Service, or other social distancing strategy.  
 

 All field trips, assemblies, and large gatherings will be 
cancelled.   

 Frequent handwashing will be encouraged and 
hand sanitizer will be placed in every classroom.  
 

 Hand washing or sanitizing will take place 
between transitions in and out of the classroom 
as well as in and out of the building at recess 
 

 Staff and students should not touch their 
mouth, face, or nose with unwashed hands 
 

 Staff and students will practice good cough and 
sneeze etiquette using tissues or elbows to 
reduce the aerosol spread.  Tissues will be 
disposed of immediately and hands will be 
washed before returning to school activities.  
     

 Daily temperature screenings are REQUIRED for 
school staff to conduct for all students once in 
the morning and once in the afternoon in the 
Elementary and Secondary.  
 

 Students and staff should bring their own water 
bottles to refill during the day.  Communal use 
of water fountains will not be allowed except 
for bottle refills.  Bottles should be washed 
daily. 
 

 Student seating charts are REQUIRED in every 
classroom for contact tracing if needed 
  

 Masks and/or Faceshields will be required for 
all K-12 staff and students, parents, and unless 
social distancing of six (6) feet or greater can be 
adhered to or desk dividers are utlilized 

 

 Desk Dividers will be used as a means of 
mitigating student respiration and reduce the 
need for masking during teaching and learning 
 

 Classroom sharing of supplies will be 
discouraged and shared supplies will be cleaned 
after student communal use 
 

 Teachers will clean desks in the Elementary as 
needed and in the Secondary at the end of each 
period, when a cough or sneeze occurs that 
warrants cleaning or as needed 
 

 Social distancing practices will be implemented 
in all classrooms where feasible and where it is 
reasonable without any unnecessary 
interruption to the learning process 



12 | P a g e  
 

District and Classroom Response —LEVEL 3 RED 

The following will serve as our guidance for the district’s response for virus prevention at LEVEL 3 RED, which 
indicates there is substantial community transmission of COVID-19.   
 

LEVEL 3  RED—Substantial Community Transmission 
Level 3—RED—Substantial and uncontrolled transmission level of community transmission: Outbreaks or 
increases in cases and recent laboratory-confirmed cases of COVID-19 as determined by the school community. 

SCHOOL DISTRICT PROTOCOLS CLASSROOM LEVEL PROTOCOLS 

 The level has the sole purpose of minimizing the 
spread of COVID-19 through stay-at-home 
orders, strict social distancing, and closures of 
school and in-person instruction. 
 

 Remote learning opportunities will be the 
method of providing any instruction to 
students. It is expected that any school closure 
will be temporary and last typically no longer 
than 14 days. 

 

 Parents and students will use the two (2) school 
day teacher preparation time to transition to 
online learning to develop their own Family 
Plan as needed to participate in online learning 

 

 Staff, students, and families will utilize the Flex 
and E-Learning guidance in this document as a 
guide for the transition if needed 
 

 The district will identify households who do not 
have internet access to develop a plan for a 
seamless transition to online learning 
 

 School will remain closed for in-person 
instruction and all instruction must be provided 
via remote learning, whether using digital or 
non-digital platforms. 

 

 Cancel all field trips, inter-group events, sports 
events, extracurricular activities and large social 
gatherings 

 
 Provisions for student services such as the Grab 

and Go school meal programs will continue. 
 

 Follow guidelines from local and state health 
authorities on school re-opening. 

 

 The level has the sole purpose of minimizing the 
spread of COVID-19 through stay-at-home 
orders, strict social distancing, and closures of 
school and in-person instruction. 
 

 Remote learning opportunities will be the 
method of providing any instruction to 
students. It is expected that any school closure 
will be temporary and last typically no longer 
than 14 days. 
 

 Staff will require a minimum of two (2) school 
days to prepare for a transition to online 
learning.  The district will communicate with 
families when E-Learning instruction will begin 
 

 Teachers will prepare students for the transition 
to online learning as the school year begins and 
throughout the school year to ensure that 
students are familiar with the tools they will 
need to participate in Flex and E-Learning 
 

 School will remain closed for in-person 
instruction and all instruction must be provided 
via remote learning, whether using digital or 
non-digital platforms. 

 

 Cancel all field trips, inter-group events, sports 
events, extracurricular activities and large social 
gatherings 
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Parent Information and Procedures 

A big question many parents have right now is how schools can reopen while keeping kids safe from COVID-19. The answer 

is a bit complicated. The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) advises schools to work with local and state health 

departments to decide how and when students can safely return to classrooms. 

What Parents Need to Know 

 Person-to-person spread of the COVID-19 virus from or to children, as among adults, is thought to occur mainly 

via respiratory droplets produced when an infected person coughs, sneezes, or talks.  Recent studies indicate 

that people who are infected but do not have symptoms likely also play a role in the spread of COVID-19. 
 

 Science is indicating few reports of children being the primary source of COVID-19 transmission among family 

members. This is consistent with data from both virus and antibody testing, suggesting that children are not the 

primary drivers of COVID-19 spread in schools or in the community. No studies are conclusive, but the available 

evidence provides reason to believe that in-person schooling is in the best interest of students, particularly in 

the context of appropriate mitigation measures similar to those implemented at essential workplaces. 
 

 Information about COVID-19 in children is somewhat limited, but the information that is available suggests that 

healthy children generally have mild symptoms. However, a small percentage of children have been reported to 

have more severe illness. Children and adults with serious chronic medical conditions are believed to be at higher 

risk, as well as older adults. To protect those at higher risk, it’s important that everyone practices healthy hygiene 

behaviors. 
 

 It is important parents know the potential signs of COVID-19, which in some cases can also be similar to the flu.   
 

A person with COVID-19 may have one or more symptoms, which may include: 
 

o Fever of 100.4 or higher 
o Sore Throat 
o New uncontrolled cough with difficulty breathing 
o Diarrhea, vomiting, or abdominal pain 
o New onset of severe headache, especially with a fever 
o Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 

 

o New loss of taste or smell 
o Chills 
o Muscle Pain 
o Feeling nauseous 
o Poor Appetite 

 ALL STUDENTS SHOULD STAY HOME IF THEY ARE SICK until at least 24 hours after their fever (temperature of 

100.4 F or higher) is gone.  Temperature should be measured without the use of fever-reducing medicines (Ex: 

ibuprofen or acetaminophen) 

 Call your doctor if your child or someone in your family has a fever, cough, belly pain, vomiting, diarrhea, rash, 

dizziness, or is just not feeling well. Tell the doctor if they have been near someone with COVID-19 or lived in or 

traveled to an area where there is community spread of the coronavirus. 

 Make sure your children have all their vaccinations and the annual flu shot when it is available. Protecting your 

children against illnesses like measles and the flu is important because children who carry another infection 

may have a harder time getting better if they do get COVID-19. 

 You can protect your children and your family by doing the following as much as possible: 
o The most important strategy we can all follow is washing our hands well and often for at least 20 seconds or use hand 

sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol.  

o Maintain 6 feet of space between others and practice social and physical distancing 

o Wear a cloth face mask  or covering for yourself and have family members 2 years of age and older wear masks in 

public where community spread of COVID-19 is evident 

o Avoid large crowds and avoid close and lengthy contact with others who are sick  

o Do not touch your eyes, nose, or mouth with unwashed hands 

o Keep your family home and away from others to the greatest degree possible and practice social distancing 

o Clean high touch surfaces with items and surfaces where you live, work, and play 
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Daily Protocols for Parents, Students, and Staff 

The following protocols serve as a guide for the daily routine of a student and COVID-19 guidance that 

should be followed by staff, parents, and students.  Parents will want to take note of the protocols before 

and after school to help reduce the spread of COVID-19.  

Prior to Coming to School 
 

 Students should wash their hands for 20 seconds with warm water and soap before leaving your house 
and coming to school.  This will ensure that when students arrive at school that they are practicing good 
hygiene.   

 Please take temperatures at home of your children.  Any student with a temperature of 100.4 F or 
greater should stay home.  

 If any student is sick with any of the listed COVID-19 symptoms, they should stay home 
                 

At School 
 

 Students when arriving at school should follow all directions of the teacher in regard to good hygiene 
and social distancing procedures 

o Proper Hand Washing 
o Coughs and Sneeze Etiquette 
o Proper use of facial tissues and disposal 
o Social Distancing and Face Coverings 
o Other measures as directed by administration or school board depending on spread of the 

virus 
 Students will be encouraged to keep a minimum distance of 6 feet between themselves and other 

students as much as possible.  There is no circumstance or situation when this will be possible at all 
times, but staff will ensure that precautions are taken to create distance between students while in 
attendance at school.  

 Hand sanitizer will be made available to students and staff to use as needed. 
 Students and staff may wear masks if they choose to do so.  Masks will be required in Level 2—YELLOW 

in common areas and in classrooms when social distancing is not possible and where desk dividers are 
not available.  

 Students will be limited or discouraged from sharing school supplies with one another and teachers will 
ensure shared objects are properly sanitized as needed 

 All work surfaces will be wiped down at the end of each school day and in between classes in the 
Secondary during Level 2--YELLOW.  Staff may choose to wipe down desks as they see fit for coughs and 
sneezes to ensure that the learning environment is as clean and free of germs as possible.  

 All students should bring their own water bottle.  Communal use of water fountains will not be 
permitted.  Hydration stations can be used for refilling water bottles which are located above each 
hydration station in the school.  

 Students should wash hands for 20 seconds with warm water and soap or use hand sanitizer before 
returning home 
 

After School and Returning Home 
 

 Students should be encouraged to change clothing immediately upon returning home. 
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General District Guidance and Practices 

The district also understands that there will be additional guidance for parents, students, and staff regarding 
situations outside the classroom and special consideration given to activities that have been known to have 
increase spread of COVID-19.  This section outlines the guidance and practices that we plan to follow 
regarding these activities.  
 
Attendance 
 

 The most significant shift in looking at attendance this year is that every family member and staff 
member needs to make sure that IF YOU ARE SICK, PLEASE STAY HOME!  

 Any student or staff member presenting COVID-19 symptoms should stay home until their symptoms 
are no longer present.  If you suspect you may have COVID-19, please contact your health care 
provider to determine your next steps. 

 The school district will not focus on any attendance incentives this school year or awarding students 
for perfect attendance.  Our focus during this pandemic needs to be first and foremost on making 
sure all students only come to school when they are healthy for the safety of all students and staff.   

 Any student absence that may be related to COVID-19 will be excused.  Any parent calling the school 
indicating that their student is sick and who has a note from their doctor will have their absences 
excused.  Any absence for three or less consecutive days does not require a doctor note and will be 
excused by parent phone call to the school and a general note of the symptoms the student is having. 

 If a student absence that is subject to quarantine or isolation due to a confirmed case of COVID-19 by 
the SDDOH, a Homebased Academic Learning Plan will be developed to ensure that a student is able 
to continue their education at home.   

 The district will track attendance data and flag any students who has missed more than 10 days in the 
school year.  After ten (10) absences, a meeting will take place between the student’s teachers, 
parents, and the Superintendent.  The goal will be to determine what impact the absences are having 
on a student and their education and to continue to monitor absences.  A second meeting will take 
place after 15 days, and a third meeting will take place after 20 days.  Any student who missed more 
than 20 days of school in any school year (more than 5 days per quarter) is considered “chronically 
absent” and student retention may be considered in certain circumstances as needed.     

 Any student who misses ten (10) or more days due to an ordered quarantine or isolation will have a 
transition meeting back to school with district administration and staff to determine any supports 
that will be needed to help the student continue their academic progress in their classes. 

 
Band/Chorus/Music 
 

 The professional guidance for the information in this section comes from the NFHS and NAfME Fall 
2020 Guidance for Music Education plan published in June 2020.  

 CBDNA, NFHS, NAfME, the NAMM Foundation and over 100 performing arts organizations are 
supporting a COVID-19 Aerosol study to gain scientific data on how COVID-19 may spread in the 
course of music activities. The study is examining possible mitigation techniques to prevent or lessen 
aerosol distribution during singing and playing of wind instruments. The results of this research will 
inform our understanding and, subsequently, the development of effective mitigation strategies for 
music education.  

 When possible, indoor group or ensemble singing, until tested mitigation techniques are proven 
effective, should be conducted only when in LEVEL 1—GREEN school status. 
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General District Guidance and Practices (Cont.) 

 When school is in LEVEL 2 YELLOW status, using the gym or more wide open spaces should be utilized 
and social distancing should take place to the greatest degree possible in the space where the 
students have class or are practicing, including small group band and choral practices 

 Instruments, music stands, and sheet music should not be shared between students, unless proper 
and thorough cleaning should occur between each use.  

 Teachers should provide each student with a personal music kit that includes common instruments 
and music pieces as much as possible 

 If the district holds a school performance, they may be streamed online without live audiences.  Social 
distancing protocols, as directed by local and state health departments, should be followed for 
student performers and good instrument hygiene practiced. 

 
Field Trips 
 

 Field trips will be approved by administration on a limited basis and depending on the circumstance 
of each event.  Considerations will include 

o The level of community transmission in our district 
o The level of community transmission to another district 
o The level of community transmission in the area where an event is held 
o The comfort level of students and parents to travel to another community or to have a 

community travel to our own community 
o The number of students who may potentially attend and the number of various communities 

those students are traveling from 
 The health and safety of our students will be the most important factor in determining whether or 

not students should attend an event 
 If online or virtual field trips are an option, it will be encouraged to attend opportunities this way to 

prevent the spread of COVID-19.   
 
 

Home Screening 
 

The following guidance has been provided by the SDDOH to determine who should be excluded from school and can 
be used by parents and staff when determining if a student should come to school.  
 

GREEN exposure + RED or BLUE Symptom = Exclude until test result is negative OR if untested, at least 10 days 
since symptom onset (and 24 hours without fever AND symptoms improved) 

GREEN 
Exposure of COVID-19 

 Identified as a close contact to a 
confirmed COVID-19 case (15 
minutes or more within 6 feet or 
less) 

 Had a close contact with a person 
under quarantine 

 Traveled to or lived in an area where 
large numbers of COVID-19 reported 

 Live in areas of high (substantial) 
community  transmission while 
school remains open 

RED 
Symptom Alone = 

Exclude until 24 hours 
after fever resolves 
 Temperature of 

100.4 degrees 
Fahrenheit or 
higher 

 

BLUE 
Symptom Alone=Exclusion for COVID-

19 not necessary.  Follow school policy. 
 Sore Throat 
 New uncontrolled cough that 

causes difficulty breathing 
 Diarrhea, vomiting, or 

abdominal pain 
 New onset of headache, 

especially with a fever 
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General District Guidance and Practices (Cont.) 

Isolation Room for Suspected COVID-19 
 
The Departments of Health and Education recommend that each school have a separate area where students and staff 
who begin showing symptoms of COVID-19 while at school can wait for someone to pick them up. This area should be 
separate from the nurse room or office area. Upon identification of symptoms source control measures should be 
taken and a mask should be placed on the symptomatic person. The individual staffing the area should wear 
appropriate PPE, and social distancing should be strictly practiced. This space or room should be disinfected regularly 
and after every use. Students who are ill should be walked out of the building to their parents. Any individual displaying 
COVID-19 symptoms should be directed to contact their healthcare provider. 
 

What Steps Will Be Taken If A Student or Staff Member Becomes Sicks? 
 

 STEP 1—Move To Isolation Area 
 The Department of Health and Education recommend the use of a separate area for students and staff 

who begin showing symptoms of COVID-19 
 

 STEP 2—Mask Placement on a Symptomatic Person 
 The Department of Health and Education recommend the use of a separate area for students and staff 

who begin showing symptoms of COVID-19 
 

 STEP 3—Staff Caretaker to Use Proper PPE 
 The staff member or individual staffing the area will wear appropriate PPE as recommended by the 

CDC 
 

 STEP 4—Evaluate The Sick Staff or Student and Take Action Per Protocol 
 Staff will use the symptom screening, temperature screen, and general health interview to identify 

when the sick person should be sent home and if testing for COVID-19 will be recommended for return. 
 

 STEP 5—Clean and Disinfect Affected Areas 
 All areas that have been in contact by the staff or student will be deep cleaned and disinfected.  The 

CDC recommends waiting for 24 hours after a COVID-19 exposure event before cleaning.  Once an area 
is appropriately disinfected, it can be opened for use.  
  

 STEP 6—Student or Staff Directed to Contact Healthcare Provider 
 Any individual displaying COVID-19 symptoms will be directed to contact their healthcare provider.  

 

Parents will be advised not to return to school until they have met the CDC’s criteria to discontinue home isolation and 
it will be advised that they see a medical professional to determine next steps in treatment 
 

The district will use the following spaces for self-isolation 
 Elementary—Counselors Office 
 Secondary—Testing Room 

 

Return to School Guidelines 
According to current CDC guidelines, a student or staff member who has tested positive for COVID-19 can return to 
school after finishing the recommended time in self-isolation (10 days after symptom onset or a positive test if 
asymptomatic.) A student or staff member who has been identified as a close contact of someone who has tested 
positive for COVID-19 can return to school after finishing the recommended time in self-quarantine (currently 14 days 
after exposure). In addition, students and staff should be fever-free for 24 hours without the use of fever-reducing 
medication and show symptom improvement before returning to school. This precautionary measure applies to any 
student or staff member with a fever regardless of whether or not they had a positive COVID-19 test result.  All parents 
must comply with SDCL 13-28-7.3 Exlusion of student for risk of infectious disease or communicable parasite—
Readmission.  

https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=13-28-7.3
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=13-28-7.3
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General District Guidance and Practices (Cont.) 

Lunchroom and Food Service 
 

 Food Service staff will follow all regulatory guidelines as set forth by the SDDOH, FDA, and USDA and 
will make all necessary adjustments based on recommendations provided to help reduce the spread 
of COVID-10 

 Food service personnel will wear gloves when serving food, handling trays, and performing their 
duties.  Frequent handwashing with soap and water will be encouraged 

 All students will be encouraged to wash their hands before and after lunch 
 Students will be allowed to sit at tables normally in Level 1-GREEN of district response. 

o Elementary students will operate a split lunch with Grade level K-2 and 3-6 switching lunch 
times 

o Secondary students in Grade 7 and Grade 8 will eat with their class.  Students in Grades 9-12 
may sit at any table they wish   

 Students will be restricted regarding seating In Level 2-YELLOW 
o Seating in the cafeteria must adhere to social distancing guidelines and there can be no more 

than three (3) students per table 
o Seating charts are required in the lunchroom setting 
o Elementary students will operate a split lunch with Grade level K-2 and 3-6 switching lunch 

times 
o Secondary will use Cafeteria Service and Classroom Dining, Staggered Meal Service, or other 

social distancing strategy 
o Lunch held in the cafeteria and students dismissed one table at a time.  

 The use of disposable food service items (e.g., utensils, trays) may be instituted in a Level 2-YELLOW 
district response.    

 Tables will be sanitized and cleaned before each lunch session and period and immediately after 
 Lunchroom staff will plate each student’s meal, to limit the use of shared serving utensils and ensure 

the safety of children with food allergies.  
 Lunchroom staff will implement the use of sneeze-guards, face-shields, or masks as necessary for 

personal protection due to COVID-19 
 Sneeze-guards will be mandatory or all lunch that is served in the cafeteria 

 
Mask and Face Coverings 
 

 The CDC, SDDOH, and South Dakota State Medical Association all support the position that cloth face 
coverings are important to help slow the spread of COVID-19.   

 The CDC recommends wearing cloth face coverings and recommends that people wear cloth face 
coverings in public settings and when around people who live outside of their household when social 
distancing of 6 feet is not possible.   

 Cloth face coverings are recommended as a simple barrier to help prevent respiratory droplets from 
traveling into the air and onto other people when the person wearing the cloth face covering coughs, 
sneezes, talks, or raises their voice. Cloth face coverings are an example of source control. 

 Cloth face coverings are meant to protect other people in case the wearer is unknowingly infected. 
Cloth face coverings are not personal protective equipment, such as surgical masks or respirators. 

 The use of cloth face coverings in educational settings may present challenges, particularly for 
younger students and students with special healthcare or educational needs. 
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General District Guidance and Practices (Cont.) 

 All staff, parents, students, and visitors to the school should have a face mask if in the event they are 
needed due to increased response from the school if necessary.  It is recommended to have a 
minimum of two masks to be worn all week to rotate one day to the next and it would be ideal to 
have one that can be worn each day.  Masks should be washed on a daily basis.  

 Before masks are worn, staff and students should wash or sanitize hands 
 Masks should not be worn if wet.  A wet cloth face covering may make it difficult to breathe.  
 Staff and students are not allowed to share masks for any reason and each mask should clearly 

identify the name of the staff member or student to avoid confusion or swapping 
 All masks used by students must be school appropriate, follow dress code etiquette, and be free of 

vulgarity, profanity, or any other circumstances that would be considered a distraction in the school 
setting.  

 An appropriate mask or face covering is any cloth based material that covers the nose and mouth and 
that wraps securely around the face.  Clear face coverings should not cause any breathing difficulties 
or over heating for the wearer.   

 The CDC does not recommend the use of face shields for normal everyday activities or as a substitute 
for cloth face coverings because of a lack of evidence of their effectiveness of source control.  For 
high risk staff and students with underlying health conditions, the use of both a mask and face 
covering may provide an adequate barrier from respiratory droplets from others.  
 

Physical Education 
 

 The professional guidance for the information in this section comes from the South Dakota High 
School Activities Association (SDHSAA) along with guidance from the National Federation of High 
Schools 

 When possible, indoor physical education can continue as normal in LEVEL 1—GREEN school status, 
but outdoor activities will be recommended. 

 When school is in LEVEL 2 YELLOW status, social distancing should take place to the greatest degree 
possible in the space where the students are and if possible outdoor physical education will be 
promoted over indoor when possible 

 Sport related activities have been categorized by the SDHSAA as follows 
o Lower Risk: Sports/activities that can be done with social distancing or individually with no 

sharing of equipment or the ability to clean the equipment between uses by students. 
 Examples: Golf, Weight training, sideline cheer, and individual running  

o Moderate Risk: Sports/activities that involve close, sustained contact, with protective 
equipment in place that may reduce the likelihood of respiratory particle transmission OR 
intermittent close contact OR group activities OR sports/activities that use equipment that 
cannot be cleaned between participants. 

 Examples: Volleyball, soccer, tennis, and flag football could be considered “lower risk” 
with appropriate cleaning of equipment and use of mask by participants. 

o Higher Risk: Sports/activities that involve close, sustained contact between participants with 
lack of significant protective barriers which creates a high probability that respiratory particles 
will be transmitted between participants 

 Examples: Basketball, football, and wrestling 
 Equipment should be wiped down or sanitized prior to use and after use for every class session 
 Students should wash hands before activity and after activity before going back to classes 
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General District Guidance and Practices (Cont.) 

Recess 
 

 Children of all ages need to move their bodies and stay physically active. Getting outside for fresh air 
and movement is important to support physical and mental health on a daily basis.  

 Guidance from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) indicates that outdoor areas 
like playgrounds in schools and parks generally require normal routine cleaning, but do not require 
disinfection.  

 Cleaning efforts will be focused on plastic or metal high-touch surfaces where hands frequently make 
direct contact like grab bars and railings between groups of children as much as possible.  

 It is not practical to disinfect entire large playground structures, and is not proven to reduce risk of 
COVID19 to the public.  

 Students and staff will be encouraged to engage in routines for frequent cleaning of playground 
equipment such as rubber balls, jump ropes, etc.  

 Social distancing will not be necessary unless Level 2-YELLOW protocols would dictate a need for an 
adjusted schedule.  If this were to be necessary, the district would move to reduce the number of 
students by half to maintain greater social distancing during recess 

 Indoor Recess will be modified in Level 2—YELLOW and students will be recommended to remain in 
classrooms for recess during those times or alternate recess to allow less students in the gymnasium 
at one time.  
 

South Dakota High School Activities Association and Student Activities 
 

 The National Federation of High Schools (NFHS) released the guidance from their Sports Medicine 
Advisory Committee (SMAC) in May 2020, and the SDHSAA developed guidance based on the NFHS 
recommendations and with feedback from members of the SDHSAA, SMAC, and the South Dakota 
Department of Health. 

 The district will continue to monitor guidance from the SDHSAA and more info can be found by going 
to https://www.sdhsaa.com/.   

 Current guidance from the SDHSAA regarding school activities can be found here 
 https://www.sdhsaa.com/Portals/0/PDFs/Athletics/Health-Safety/COVID/FallTaskForceGuidance.pdf  

 
Visitors to School 
 

 Due to stricter guidelines the school district is implementing, parents and visitors must conduct all 
school related business from the main offices of the elementary and secondary.  

 Parents or visitors will not be allowed to travel through the school or hallways during school hours 
unless given permission from the administrative assistant or administration 

 We require that all visitors wear a mask when coming into the school to prevent the spread of COVID-
19 

 The Elementary Office doors will be locked between 8:15 AM-3:16 PM each day.   If parents must 
conduct school related business during the day, they must visit the main entrance of the high school  

 Pre-School parents will drop-off their students at the foyer of the high school each day where they 
will be picked up by their teacher.  

 All visitors will obtain a visitors badge from the administrative assistant if allowed anywhere past the 
main office 

https://www.sdhsaa.com/
https://www.sdhsaa.com/Portals/0/PDFs/Athletics/Health-Safety/COVID/FallTaskForceGuidance.pdf
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Flex and E-Learning Guidance 

The following serves as general guidance for Parents in the event the district moves to a LEVEL 3 RED district response and is forced 
into a school closure situation or if the school must initiate this response due to a school closure impacted by COVID-19 for any 
duration of time.  

 
1. Understand Your Role 

 Parents are not expected to take the place of their students’ school teachers. Instead, parents should play 
a support role. A good rule of thumb is to keep your children engaged and thinking critically. Even though 
staying home from school might feel like a day off of school, remind your children that they need to keep 
school a priority 

 
2. Make Space For Learning 

 Your children will achieve their best work in a quiet, comfortable, and dedicated space devoted to learning.  
Ideally, this will be a different space than where they normally play games or watch television. 

 
3. Set Clear Expectations 

 Parents should build time into their remote work day to assist with their students’ learning and schedule 
other activities they know their children will be able to do independently.  Consider scheduling “office 
hours” when you’re available for school-related questions. 

 
4. Encourage Reading 

 When in doubt, have your children read. When you have time, read with them. For younger readers, 
consider using audiobooks. If you can’t do anything else, have your children read!  

 
5. Plan Your Work and Work Your Plan 

 Good planning can relieve stress for both children and parents.  Check-in with your kids about their plans 
and help them develop a written schedule not only for the day, but for the week. Help them prioritize and 
learn to create goals, tasks, and deadlines, just like adults do when they go to work. 

 
6. Show Empathy 

 Allow yourself, your children, and their teachers some latitude and grace during these unprecedented 
times. Understand you are not going to have all the answers and this transition is not going to be perfect.  
Acknowledge this is not an ideal situation for anyone and give yourself permission to be flexible. 

 
7. Use Supplemental Resources 

 Utilize any and all available resources to enhance independent learning, such as online games, education 
videos, educational TV (SDPBS), audio books, or virtual fieldtrips. 

 
8. Don’t Forget to Have Fun 

 It is rare for parents and children to have time like this together, so turn it into an opportunity for bonding. 
Your relationship with your child is just as valuable as their education. 

 
9. Ask For Help 

 Remember that you’re not alone in this journey.  For parents working with multi-aged children, take a 
team approach and ask older siblings to help support younger students. Don’t hesitate to ask your child’s 
teacher for tips and guidance.  Also, reach out to other parents to see what they’ve found effective. 

 
10. Take Regular Digital Recesses 

 Make sure your children take plenty of breaks from computers in order to get time away from screens. 
Set alarms similar to those students would encounter at school and encourage them to get up, get some 
fresh air, have a snack and participate in physical activities. 
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Flex and E-Learning District Platforms 

The following methods will be used universally by the district to deliver Flex and E-Learning to students during the school year.  

Online Learning Platforms 

Grades PK-6 Elementary 

The elementary will use the learning platform Google Classroom for the delivery of online content, sending educational links, 

and sending information to students and parents 

Grades 7-12 Secondary 

The secondary will use the learning platform Schoology for the delivery of online content, sending educational links, and sending 

information to students and parents 

 

Online Video Platform 

Teachers in all grade levels will use the platform Zoom for all face to face classroom interactions and communications with 

students.  Videos may be delivered via a LIVE format with students in real-time or pre-record videos for students to watch 

anytime they want.  There are two types of delivery methods used with Zoom videos: 

 Synchronous Learning-- any type of learning that takes place in real-time, where students are engaging in learning 

simultaneously.  Synchronous learning enables learners to ask questions and receive answers on-the-spot from their 

teacher in real time, while also collaborating freely with their co-learners. 
 

 Asynchronous Learning—any type of learning that is “pre-recorded” and is more learner-centered. It enables students 

to complete courses without the constraints of having to be in a certain place at a certain time. In essence, 

asynchronous learning doesn’t hinder learners by place or time. As long as they have access to the internet, 

asynchronous learners have the freedom to complete course materials whenever they choose, and from any location. 

Lesson Plans and Schedules 

Parents and students will have access to updated lesson plans from all staff created on the platform Planbook which teachers 

will post on the online learning platforms and that will also be available from our district website. The district will also provide a 

link to a E-Learning LIVE Zoom Meetings Schedule via a Google Doc on our website for students and parents to keep track of 

changes to LIVE Zoom sessions and to make sure teachers do not overlap sessions for students. 

 

Student and Parent Communication 

Teachers, students, and parents will have multiple ways to receive communication from staff.  Beyond the learning platforms, 

communication can be delivered in the following ways: 

 E-Mail Communication—All teachers have a state e-mail for communication.  All students in grades 3-12 will also be 

provided a state e-mail account for teacher/student communication.  In grades PK-2, parents will provide an e-mail 

account to the school for communicating with teachers and staff.  
 

 SchoolMessenger—The district will communicate information as needed via the school district SchoolMessenger 

system.  This system will call phone numbers of parents and students to keep families up to date on changing 

information. 
 
 

 District Website--The district will communicate information as needed via the school district website.  The district will 

post links to lesson plans, Zoom Meetings Schedule, School Lunch, as well as links to Lunch Menus and a Superintendent 

Newsletter created with the platform Smore.  
 

 District Facebook-- The district will communicate information as needed via the district Facebook page.  The district will 

post links to Zoom Meetings Schedule, School Lunch, Lunch Menus and a Superintendent Newsletter created with the 

platform Smore.  
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Homebased Academic Learning Plan--Students 

If a student receives a confirmed case of COVID-19 or if they have been identified as a close contact of someone who 

has contracted COVID-19 and is forced to isolate or quarantine for any reason, a Homebased Academic Learning Plan 

will be initiated to provide a seamless transition for the student to continue learning and keep up with their academics 

in the event they can not come to school.  Below are scenarios regarding how the school district will handle a student 

who is unable to attend school due to Isolation or Quarantine as directed by the South Dakota Department of Health.  

Student in Isolation or Quarantine 

 If a student is forced to be in Isolation or Quarantine due to SDDOH orders, an action plan to transition to a 

Homebased Academic Learning Plan will be initiated 

 

 The school district and teacher(s) will need one school day (24 hours) to prepare materials and a transition for 

the student to engage in a Homebased Academic Learning Plan.  

 

 The goal will be to continue a student’s education at home through Flex and E-Learning scenarios.   

 

 Students may attend sessions either in an Asynchronous or a Synchronous manner determined by the teacher 

o The primary goal will be to allow the student to attend their classes in a Synchronous format along 

with their peers to provide equal opportunity for the student to continue the same education that is 

being delivered to classmates in the same class 

o Asynchronous learning can be conducted as appropriate, but can be delivered if independent work is 

being assigned in the classroom that would not place the student at an educational disadvantage from 

their peers 

 

 The Superintendent and classroom teacher will determine if the student is healthy enough to continue 

educational services based on their current health status. 

o Students are encouraged to prioritize their health first and foremost.  If a student would be too sick to 

come to school, they are too sick to participate in online learning 

o If the student would be in a situation where they are asymptomatic and feeling healthy, but they are 

not allowed to attend due to Isolation or Quarantine, the school will determine a way for the student 

to attend classes via Zoom in a Synchronous format with the teacher 

o Zoom sessions with teachers and students via a Homebased Academic Learning Plan must protect 

student rights under FERPA.  Teachers may conduct and record sessions with homebased students via 

Zoom but must keep the camera on themselves at the front of the classroom and will not be allowed 

to film the rest of the classroom.  

 

 Students will use the platform Google Classroom or Schoology for assignment completion and grading and will 

utilize e-mail and texting or phone calls as necessary to ask questions.  Teachers may touch base with 

homebased students during set times and hours between them and the student as necessary.  

 

 Parents are encouraged to engage in daily contact by e-mail and weekly or scheduled contact by phone with 

the teacher as necessary to ensure their child is keeping up with their academics weekly 
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Homebased Academic Teaching Plan—Certified Staff 

If a certified staff member receives a confirmed case of COVID-19 or if they have been identified as a close contact of 

someone who has contracted COVID-19 and is forced to isolate or quarantine for any reason, a Homebased Academic 

Teaching Plan will be initiated to provide a seamless transition for the teacher to continue their classroom instruction from 

home and help their students keep up with their academics in the event the teacher can not come to school.  Below are 

scenarios regarding how the school district will handle a certified staff member who is unable to teach at school due to 

Isolation or Quarantine as directed by the South Dakota Department of Health.  

Certified Staff in Isolation or Quarantine 

 If a staff member is forced to be in Isolation or Quarantine due to SDDOH orders, an action plan to transition to a 

Homebased Academic Teaching Plan will be initiated 
 

 The school district and teacher(s) will need up to two (2) school days (48 hours) to prepare materials and a transition for 

their students to engage in a Homebased Academic Engagement Plan with the teacher teaching classes at home.  
 

 A sub will be hired for the first two days as students will work on material that would normally be prepared for a typical 

absence by a teacher with the sub directing those plans. 
 

 Simultaneously, the teacher will begin the process of preparing to teach classes from home and directing instruction.  A 

sub will be hired as the paraprofessional for the teacher in the classroom and will help to facilitate learning along with the 

teacher via Google Classroom or Schoology as well as Zoom. 
 

 It will be the goal of the school district to find a sub who is willing to fill the position for ten (10) consecutive school days 

to provide the best continuity for the classroom over the duration of the absence. 
 

 The goal will be to allow the teacher to continue the teaching of their students at home through Flex and E-Learning 

scenarios.   
 

 Teachers may provide learning sessions either in an Asynchronous or a Synchronous manner determined by the teacher 

o The primary goal will be to allow the students to continue engagement through Face-to-Face classes in a 

Synchronous format so that all students are provided equal opportunity for standards based education from a 

certified teacher and continue the same education that would have been delivered in a face-to-face classroom 

o Asynchronous learning can be conducted as appropriate and can be delivered if independent work is being 

assigned in the classroom that would not place the students at an educational disadvantage and negatively 

impact the quality of the education they would receive in a face-to-face format 
 

 The Superintendent and classroom teacher will determine through mutual conversation that the staff member is healthy 

enough to continue homebased teaching based on their current health status. 

o All staff in the district are encouraged to prioritize their health first and foremost.  If a staff member would be 

too sick to come to school, they are too sick to conduct homebased teaching. 

o If the certified teacher would be in a situation where they are asymptomatic and feeling healthy, but they are 

not allowed to attend due to Isolation or Quarantine, the teacher will determine how quickly they can deliver 

their classroom lessons via Zoom in a Synchronous format with their students 

o Zoom sessions with students via a Homebased Academic Teaching Plan must protect student rights under FERPA.  

Teachers may conduct and record homebased teaching sessions via Zoom but must keep the camera on 

themselves during instruction.  
 

 Teachers will use the platform Google Classroom or Schoology for assignment completion and grading and will utilize e-

mail and texting or phone calls as necessary for students to ask questions.  Students may touch base with homebased 

teachers during set times and hours between the student and teacher as necessary.  

 

 Parents are encouraged to engage in daily contact by e-mail and weekly or scheduled contact by phone with the teacher 

as necessary to ensure their child is keeping up with their academics weekly 
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Hoven School District 53-2 

Flex and E-Learning Grading for 2020-2021 

Grading Procedures--PK-6 Elementary 
 

The following protocols will be observed when determining final grades: 

 

 Staff will follow to the greatest extent possible the policies of the Hoven Student Handbook when determining final grades for 

all students 
 

 If all assigned and required work has been completed by a student to a proficient level in alignment with the state standards, 

the teacher will report a grade relative to the average of the most recently completed quarter grade or average of all quarter 

grades if student’s miss more than a half of a quarter of school due to COVID-19. 

 

o The purpose of this is to provide a grade relative to a student’s performance throughout the year.  Completion of work 

would acknowledge a similar level of performance.  

 

o It is the teacher’s discretion if they feel that the grade should be increased due to the quality of work for a student during 

the grading period 

 

o A teacher cannot lower a student’s grade from the average of the previous quarter or all quarters if all work has been 

submitted and graded 

 

o Any decisions that needs further determination from the teacher will be discussed with the Superintendent and assigned 

accordingly.  
 

 If a student has not completed all their work and has not reached a proficient level in alignment with state standards, the 

teacher will have the ability to lower the average of all cumulative quarter grades in the following manner 

 

o If a student has completed a percentage of work or has a calculated total point percentage greater than or equal to 90%, 

then a student will retain the grade from the average of all quarters 

 

o If a student has completed a percentage of work or has a calculated total point percentage greater than or equal to 80% 

to 89.4%, then a student will receive a ONE LETTER GRADE deduction from the average of all quarters.   

 

 A teacher can lower a grade from A to B or from B to C from the calculated quarter grade average to be reported 

for the current quarter.  For any student, a teacher may not lower any grade to less than a C- for the current 

grading period. For PK/Kindergarten a grade can go from E+ to E, or E to E- and S+ to S, or S to S- 
 

o If a student has completed a percentage of work or has a calculated total point percentage lesser than or equal to 70% to 

79.4%, then a student will receive up to a TWO LETTER GRADE deduction from the average of all quarters.   

 

 A teacher can lower a grade from A to C+ or from B to C- from the Quarter 1-3 average to be reported for the 

current quarter.  For any student, a teacher may not lower any grade to less than a C- for the current grading 

period.  For PK/Kindergarten a grade can go from E+ to E-, or E to E- and S+ to S-, or S to S-. 
 

o Any student who has completed less than 69.5% will receive a grade of “I” for Incomplete for the quarter.  This means 

the school district was unable to determine the level of performance for the student during the quarter.  For 

PK/Kindergarten the grade will be given a “U” for Unsatisfactory to show a lack of progress for this quarter.  

 

 A meeting will be scheduled with the superintendent, teacher, parents, and student to discuss further options 

for grade reporting after the end of the quarter.  The district will develop a plan of action to ensure the missing 

work is completed so that academic gaps are not impacting the student’s ability to be successful in the next 

grade level.  The highest grade a student can receive after administration of the plan in Grades 1-6 is a C- and 

in PK/Kindergarten an E-.   
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Hoven School District 53-2 

Flex and E-Learning Grading for 2020-2021 

Grading Procedures—7-12 Secondary 

 

The following protocols will be observed when determining final grades: 

 

 Staff will follow to the greatest extent possible the policies of the Hoven Student Handbook when determining final 

grades for all students 

 

 Staff will adhere to the Grading Scale in the Hoven School District student handbook to the greatest extent possible 

 

 Staff will give every student at least TWO ATTEMPTS to complete every assignment.  This promotes feedback to 

the student and promotion of mastery on all assignments 

 

o Staff will work with students to ensure that no ZEROS are given for assignments by the end of the quarter and 

that all students will be encouraged to complete all work that is assigned 

 

o Any assignment that is more than 5 school days late and that has not been attempted will be marked as a ZERO 

in the gradebook until the assignment is attempted 

 

o Staff may determine what point deductions will occur for assignments that are over 5 school days late.  It is 

recommended that any attempted assignment that is completed to a proficient level and that is over 5 school 

days late be given a 50% (half the points of the assignment).  This is to ensure that zeros to not have a regressive 

and negative impact on the students quarter/semester grade.  

 

 Any assignment that is more than 5 school days late will be placed on the E-Learning Missing Assignments Google 

Doc for tracking purposes 

 

 Any student who has completed less than 69.5% will receive a grade of “I” for Incomplete for the quarter.  This 

means the student did not achieve a passing level of performance to receive a grade for the quarter.   

 

o A meeting will be scheduled with the superintendent, teacher(s), parent(s), and student to discuss further 

options for grade performance reporting from the quarter.  The district will develop a plan of action to ensure 

the missing work is completed so that academic gaps are not impacting the student’s ability to be successful 

in the next grade level.   

 

o Students may have to do one of the following to change their grade 

 

 Complete missing work that was not completed to receive no greater than a D- for Incomplete work 

at the end of the quarter 

 

 Be assigned a class on the platform Edgenuity to be completed by the student over the summer.  

 

 May need to retake the 2nd Semester course again in the 2020-2021 school year 

 

 All Seniors must turn in all assigned work from the quarter to receive their High School Diploma and to participate 

in Graduation Ceremonies and activities.  



27 | P a g e  
 

SDDOH COVID-19 Health Decision Chart 

 

If you had close contact with someone who is a confirmed COVID-19 case, you should: 

 Monitor your health starting from the last day you had contact with the person and continue for 14 days. 

 Watch for these signs and symptoms: 

o Fever (100.4° F or greater). Take your temperature twice a day. 

o Cough 

o Shortness of breath 

 Household members should stay in another room or be separated from the patient as much as possible. Household 

members should use a separate bedroom and bathroom, if available. 

 Prohibit visitors who do not have an essential need to be in your home. 

 Household members should care for any pets in the home and restrict pets from access to the patient 

 Make sure that shared spaces in the home have good air flow, such as an opened window if possible 

 Perform hand hygiene frequently and avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands. 
 

If you are taking care of a family member who has tested positive for COVID-19: 

 Make sure that you understand and can help the patient follow their healthcare provider’s instructions for care. 

 Help the patient in the home and provide support for getting groceries, prescriptions, and other personal needs. 

 Monitor the patient’s symptoms. If the patient is getting sicker, call his or her healthcare provider and tell them that the 

patient has laboratory-confirmed COVID-19. 

 The patient should wear a facemask when around other people. If the patient is not able to wear a facemask (for example, 

because it causes trouble breathing), you, as the caregiver, should wear a mask when in the same room 

 Throw out disposable facemasks and gloves after using them. Do not reuse. 

 Avoid sharing household items with the patient. You should not share dishes, drinking glasses, cups, eating utensils,  

towels, bedding, or other items. After the patient uses these items, you should wash them thoroughly 

 Clean all “high-touch” surfaces, such as counters, tabletops, doorknobs, bathroom fixtures, toilets, phones, keyboards, 

tablets, and bedside tables, every day. Also, clean any surfaces that may have blood, stool, or body fluids on them. 

 Wash laundry thoroughly 
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SDDOH Case Investigation in a K-12 School 

 
 

SDDOH What Will Happen If Chart 
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COVID-19 Case and Close Contact Definition 

 

COVID-19 Contact Tracing Guide 
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COVID-19 Isolation vs Quarantine 

 

COVID-19 Incubation & Infectious Period 
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SDDOH Notification to the District of Positive COVID-19 Case 

 

Response if District Learns of Positive Case Before SDDOH  
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APPENDIX A 

STUDENT SYMPTOM SCREENING CHECKLIST 

Parents must complete a daily symptom screening check by answering these 
questions before sending their child to school. 

  

Has your child had close contact (within 6 feet for 
at least 15 consecutive minutes) with a confirmed 
case of COVID-19? 

_______ YES ______ NO 

Does your child have chills or a fever of 100.4 F or 
greater? 

_______ YES ______ NO 

Does your child have a sore throat? _______ YES ______ NO 

Does your child have a new uncontrolled cough 
that causes difficulty breathing? 

_______ YES ______ NO 

Does your child have diarrhea, vomiting, or 
abdominal pain? 

_______ YES ______ NO 

Does your child have a severe headache (not 
related to a known health condition i.e. migraines)? 

_______ YES ______ NO 

Does your child have a new loss of taste or smell? _______ YES ______ NO 

Does your child have shortness of breath or 
problem breathing? 

_______ YES ______ NO 

Does your child have chills or muscle pain? _______ YES ______ NO 

Does your child feel nauseous or have a poor 
appetite? 

_______ YES ______ NO 

*Based on SDDOH guidelines from 7-30-2020 
NOTE:  Symptom screenings will fail to identify up to 16% of children who have COVID-19 infection 
 

  

 
 
 
 

If YES to ANY of the questions DO NOT SEND YOUR CHILD TO 
SCHOOL. Please seek guidance from your medical provider. Contact the 

school to inform us of your child’s symptoms. You may also contact the South 
Dakota Department of Health at 1-800-592-1861 with questions. 

 
 If NO to ALL questions go to school. 
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APPENDIX B 

HOVEN SCHOOL DISTRICT 53-2 

WAIVER OF LIABILITY AND HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT 
 

In consideration for receiving permission to BE ON PREMISES at HOVEN SCHOOL DISTRICT 53-2 

(hereinafter the “Activity or Activities”), I, on behalf of myself and any minor child/children for whom I 

have the capacity to contract, hereby acknowledge and agree to the following: 

1. I understand the hazards of the novel coronavirus (“COVID-19”) and am familiar with the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”) guidelines regarding COVID-19. I acknowledge and understand 

that that the circumstances regarding COVID-19 are changing from day to day and that, accordingly, 

the CDC guidelines are regularly modified and updated and I accept full responsibility for familiarizing 

myself with the most recent updates. 

 
2. Notwithstanding the risks associated with COVID-19, which I readily acknowledge, I hereby willingly 

choose to participate in activities on property and locations on the campus of HOVEN SCHOOL 

DISTRICT 53-2. 

 
3. I acknowledge and fully assume the risk of illness or death related to COVID-19 arising from my being 

on the premises of HOVEN SCHOOL DISTRICT 53-2  and participating in all activities and events and 

hereby RELEASE, WAIVE, DISCHARGE, AND COVENANT NOT TO SUE (on behalf of myself and any minor 

children from whom I have the capacity contract) HOVEN SCHOOL DISTRICT 53-2, employees and 

assigns (the “RELEASEES”) from any liability related to COVID-19 which might occur as a result my 

being on the premises and participating in all activities and events. 

 
4. I shall indemnify, defend and hold harmless the RELEASEES from and against any and all claims, 

demands, suits, judgments, losses or expenses of any nature whatsoever against HOVEN SCHOOL 

DISTRICT 53-2  (including, without limitation, attorneys’ fees, costs and disbursements, whether of in-

house or outside counsel and whether or not an action is brought, on appeal or otherwise), arising 

from or out of, or relating to, directly or indirectly, the infection of COVID-19 or any other illness or 

injury. 

 
5. It is my express intent that this Waiver and Hold Harmless Agreement shall bind any assigns and 

representatives, and shall be deemed as a RELEASE, WAIVER, DISCHARGE, AND COVENANT NOT TO 

SUE the above-named RELEASEES. This Agreement and the provisions contained herein shall be 

construed, interpreted and controlled according to the laws of the State of South Dakota.  

 

BY SIGNING THE ATTACHED HOVEN SCHOOL DISTRICT 53-2 WAIVER OF LIABILITY AND HOLD 

HARMLESS AGREEMENT, I HEREBY KNOWINGLY AND VOLUNTARILY WAIVE ANY RIGHT TO A JURY 

TRIAL OF ANY DISPUTE ARISING IN CONNECTION   WITH THIS AGREEMENT.  I ACKNOWLEDGE THAT 

THIS WAIVER WAS EXPRESSLY NEGOTIATED AND IS A MATERIAL INDUCEMENT.  THE PERMISSION 

GRANTED BY RELEASEES TO BE ON PREMISES AND PARTICIPATE IN THE ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS ON 

THE CAMPUS AND PREMISIS OF HOVEN SCHOOL DISTRICT 53-2. 
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Hoven School District 53-2 
Waiver of Liability and Hold Harmless Agreement 

Name of Waiver Applicant 

First Last Middle Initial 

Address of Waiver Applicant 

Street City, State ZIP 

Date of Birth Age School District in Which Applicant Lives 

Due to the outbreak of Coronavirus (COVID-19), Hoven School District 53-2 is taking precautions with the care of students and 

staff members to include, if possible, health history review and enhanced sanitation/disinfection procedures in accordance 

with recommended guidelines of the South Dakota Department of Health, the CDC, and OSHA.  

Symptoms of COVID-19 include: 

Cough, Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, Fever, Chills, Muscle pain, Sore throat, and loss of taste or smell.  If you 

have such symptom, you may not be allowed in the facility. 

1. I understand that Hoven School District 53-2 and their staff cannot be held liable for any exposure to the COVID-19 

virus. 

2. I affirm that I, as well as all household members, have not traveled outside of the country, or to any city considered to 

be a "hot spot" for COVID-19 infections WITHIN THE PAST 30 DAYS. 

3. I affirm that I, as well as all household members, have not knowingly been exposed to anyone diagnosed with COVID-

19 WITHIN THE PAST 30 DAYS. 

4. I affirm that I, as well as all household members, have not been diagnosed with COVID-19 WITHIN THE PAST 30 DAYS. 

5. I understand the above symptoms and affirm that I, as well as all household members, do not currently have, nor have 

experienced the symptoms listed above WITHIN THE LAST 14 DAYS. 

Parent or Guardian Information (if applicable) 

Name of Parent or Guardian 

 

 

Relationship to Applicant/Minor 

Address of Parent of Guardian 

 

Telephone Number 

Street 

 

City, State ZIP 

IN SIGNING THIS AGREEMENT, I ACKNOWLEDGE AND REPRESENT THAT I have read the foregoing Wavier of Liability and Hold 
Harmless Agreement, understand it and sign it voluntarily as my own free act and deed; no oral representations, statements, 
or inducements, apart from the foregoing written agreement, have been made; I am at least eighteen (18) years of age and 
fully competent; and I execute this Agreement for full, adequate and complete consideration fully intending to be bound by 
same.  I hereby certify that to the best of my knowledge and belief, the above statements are true and that the individuals 
named above may participate in district activities sponsored by Hoven School District 53-2. 

Signature of Adult Applicant/Parent or Guardian 

 

Date Signed 

 


